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Director-Federal Relations
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October 1, 1992

Ms. Donna R. Searcy
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Suite 222
Stop Code 1170
Washington, D.C. 20036

RE: The Use of NIl Codes and Other
Arrangements, CC Docket No. 2-105

Dear Ms. Searcy:
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Please place this letter and attachments in the record for the above
mentioned docket. The attachments to this letter are: 1) a request from
U S WEST Communications (USWC) to the North American Numbering
Plan Administration (NANPA) dated September 5, 1992 to provide a
position and recommendation on the expanded use and assignment of the
555 central office code nationwide, 2) the reply of the NANPA to USWC
dated September 25, 1992, describing action items and initiatives to evaluate
the USWC request. The issues discussed in the attached correspondences
are directly related to the proceeding on the use of NIl codes and other
abbreviated dialing arrangements, CC Docket 92-105.

Should you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact me.
Acknowledgement and date of receipt of this letter are requested. A
duplicate copy is attached for this purpose.

Attachments

cc: Mr. Peyton Wynns
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September 3, 1992

Mr. R. R. Connol'l
NANP Adminlltration
290 W. M~. P)euant Ave.
Room 18234
Livln.lton, NI 07039

Dear Mr. Conner••

Thl. I. to requc.t the NANP Administration provldo I po.itlon and
rocommendation on the expanded u.e and aalpmonl of tho 55' Central
Office Code nationwide.

AI you know, U S WEST hu propoNd Ibo u.. of tho ,,5-XXXX felOurcc u
an alternative NANP·wlde abbreviated diaUn. irran.cmcnl for
InformatloD lervice provider. (ISP.). We beUov. thi' to.ourc. hu the
potential of aeeommodatin, u mlDY .. 10,000 IIPI &Dd, II Reb, may be
a .upcrlor alternative to tho u.e of a more Jimited J'UOurce, .uch al NIl
codel.

U S WEST Communlcldon. hn roeolvod a cu.tom.r requat ror tbo
auipmcnt Ind UN of a 'S,-XXXX number tor the pUJPQIe of provldln.
informallon Hrvle... It 1. our undentandln, mat &he '" Cu&tIJ OrOee
Code i' used to provide publIc ICC'" to Directory AuittlDce Servlco. In
IddltJon, tho majority or the '" CeDual Olllce Codo iI available fot usc
nationally, u only ,peclftc 5" Dumben (e.•. "'-1212) wilhill the cod.
are uled tor Dlroctol)' AIIlstance Sorvice. While we belleve U S WEST
mly have the aulbority to Ullin I ",-XXXX Dllmber fot local UIe, we
are reluctalu to do 10. .ln~. locil IRan.emAII of ",-XXXX number.
would .erve to preclude futuro national &rrIIl1.meDl,. Thi. blUe II 01.
particular lmponanco .lnce It appears lbo 55'-XXXX number ~ay be lb.
lut IOriCI of ,cvCD-di.il tolephone numb.,. thai could potentially be
UIOd on I NANP-wldl bul.. .

Our cu.tomer I. Intorated In ••1Ibll.hlD. IOnIce. u,lnl I 5"-XXXX
Dumberin, ruourco, u quietly u polliblo. To thil ad, " require a
'upon.. from you. addm.in. the NANP Admlnl.tradon po.ltion and
recommendatioD on tbe u.lpm.nt .ad UI' of a '5'-XXXX rHoW":e to
oW' customer. by September 23, 1992. Wo Ire panlcullrly IAtCRIted In
your vl.w. on our propolaJ to mako 555-XXXX Dumben IVlnable N'ANP­
wide, Ind wbether local arranlemODI. .hould b. lbeYlac.d UDdl &he

oindUJtl')' bu had an opportunity to dllCuu the relative adVaD'I'11 of
NANP·wlde UlC venul local Irrlll,IIDODII of the reIOurce.



If you have Iny qucstlon. re.ardin. till. roquo.t, please do not bullate
to contact me OQ 206·346·777'. Think you tn advance tor your prompt
attention to this reque't.

SiDcercly,

;,~aA(kA.~
O. A. Murdock
Manlier • Stratclic Numberin. Plannlal

cc: A. Oacc:btor
M. S. Bum,lrner
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Ronlfld R. C4nner~
()tn/ctor l'tANPAdministratIon

ICC 18-233
2'.30 W61 Mr. Plea.~J.rll AVllfl\Jli

Livingr.:oo, Nw Jllruy 07O:~
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September 25, 1992

Gayle A. MW'dock
U S WEST Communications
Sixteen Hundred Bell Plaza
Seattle, Washington 98191

Dear Gayle.

This is in response to your letter of September 3 in which you asle for a NA~1>A
position and recommendation on the expanded nationwide use and assignment of line
numbers within the 555 central office code.

Your letter expresses the view that the nearly 10,000 line numbers available for use
within the 5SS central office code may provide a superior alternative to the handful of
NIl codes that could be made available to information service providers and other
providers of services that may benefit from nationwide single number acce'5s. We
share that view. We believe that the remaining Nll codes, at least for NANP-wide
assignment, should be reserved for applications in the public interest. Current 911
service provides a good example of such an application.

Your letter also points out that line numbers in the SSS central office code represent
perhaps the last opponunity for NANP-wide seven-digit telephone numbers, and
suggests that due consideration be given to that possibility. Again, we concur. It
seems reasonable that many service providers would benefit from an NANP-widc, or
at least a national, assignment. Reserving some, but not necessarily all, of the 555line
numbers for NANP-wide or national assignment could meet this need. Such an
arrangement would require central administration of the 555 line number
assignments.

We recommend that steps be taken immediately to begin dialogue on this issue within
the industry. As administrators of the NANP, ·we believe that it would be appropriate
for us to take the initiative in making that happen.

• The industry should be infonned that NANPA in~nds to begin discussion on the
use of 555 line numbers for single number access to services such as those
provided by information service providers. It is our intention to raise this as a
new issue at the next ICCFmeeting in November.
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• A survey should be taken to determine what 555 line numbers are currently in use
and for what services they are used.

• Local exchange carriers have always administered line numbers, including those
within the 555 code. Their willingness to participate in this effort must be
detennined.

• Information service providers should be consulted to determine if 555 line
numbers can meet their requirements. m..C issue #036 addresses this issue.
NANPA is represented on that the task group working that issue.

• The FCC (and, of course, the DOC in Canada) should be notified that the industry
is exploring the issue.

• H the results of the steps outlined above are satisfactory, assignment guidelines
must be prepared for the 555 line numbers. Traditionally, this has been done by
an JeCF working group.

• If the decision is to reserve a subset of 555 line numbers for NANP-wide or
national assignment, an administrator is needed. NANPA would be willing to
assume this role.

YourJetter indicates that U S WEST has a potential customer for a 555 line number.
Although U S WEST will make its own decision on whether or not to make such an
assignment, we would suggest that the industry might best be served if no further
assignments of 555 line numbers were made, at least until the industry has had an
opportunity to review and comment on the issue.

If you have any questions, please feel free to call me.

Sincerely,

{MfJ.dI;J
f Ron CODnen


